
THE OLD PRIORIAN ASSOCIATION   1 

 
 

 

 
THE PRESIDENTôS 

DINNER 
 

Richard Sandys (OP 1962), 
Hon. Secretary of the OPA, 
reports on this yearôs 
Presidentôs Dinner. 

The Royal Over-Seas League 
was the venue for the Presidentôs 
Dinner which celebrated the 
Associationôs 80th anniversary 
with nearly a hundred alumni and 

guests attending; double last 
yearôs numbers. 
Amongst the guests were six past 
Presidents, two previous 
Headmasters (Anthony Gee & 
Tony Dachs), this yearôs Head 
Boy, Marco Diliberto and Head 
Girl, Natalia Kaminski and six 
other previous Head Boys. 
Unfortunately, our first lay 
President, Alan Niekirk (OP 
1947), and Joe Kearns (OP 
1950), first President of the 
revived OPA, were both unable to 
attend being out of the country. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chris Cleugh 
 

After drinks, Grace from our 
Chaplain Father Thomas, and a 
good meal there were three 
speeches. Firstly, Paul Fagan 
(OP 1991), our current President, 
mentioned all the guests and 

introduced the two main 
speakers. Chris Cleugh, 
Headmaster, spoke about Father 
Bernard and Father Kevin and 
about the School as a whole and 
the ñHeart of the Schoolò project 
to replace the annexe in 
particular.  
 
Our second speaker was Simon 
East (OP 1972) of the 70s 
vintage who regaled us with 
hilarious stories from his time at 
the school under both Father 
Clement and Father Casimir. 
 
After the dinner and speeches 
the conviviality of the event was 
continued at the bar for some 
time. 
 
The evening was a great 
success; a presentation was 
made by the Head Boy and Head 
Girl, on behalf of the President to 
Catherine de Cintra and Richard 
Baker for the great administrative 
work that they had put in ñbehind 
the scenesò. The Presidentôs 
Dinner is definitely one to confirm 
for your diaries for next year! ï 
Thursday 13th March 2008.
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Catherine de Cintra, Natalia Kaminski, 
Marco Diliberto and Richard Baker 

Paul Fagan, President OPA 

Simon East 
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NEIL MOSS 
REUNION 

 
Rugby fan Gordon Wilson (OP 
1959) continues his tales of being 
reunited with his old coach Neil 
Moss when he returned to the U.K. 
last year! 
 
The visit of Neil Moss to England in 
July 2006 seemed to me to be an 
ideal excuse to try and reunite him 
with as many as possible of those he 
coached all those years ago. So, 
planning a lunch party on the only 
day available I managed to contact 
twelve ageing super stars, stretching 
a point somewhat with my brother, 
Nigel, who was too young to have 
benefited from the Moss wisdom.  

Even with help I was frustratingly 
unable to locate one or two obvious 
candidates and Chris Patten and 
David Beaumont were unfortunately 
committed to previous engagements. 
By far the most sterling effort was 
that of Basil Nickerson (Staff 56-94) 
and his wife Clare, whom we were 
not able to contact until after they 
had returned from Mass that 
morning, but who immediately 
insisted on getting into their car and 
driving all the way from Hereford to 
arrive in the middle of the afternoon. 
The weather was ideal for a garden 
party and I had managed to produce 
many photos, including several St. 
Benedictôs teams and many had 
brought other photos of various 
sporting teams of those days, so we 

had a really wonderful run down 
memory lane. 
The memories were stimulated by a 
constant supply of Pimms and soon 
we all drifted into the garden for a 
big lunch of summer food and a 
steady supply of good wines from 
both hemispheres. The atmosphere 
mellowed even more and Edwin 
Heath, who had also toured New 
Zealand in 2005 with the London 
Welsh Male Voice Choir, gave 
several renditions of good rugby 
drinking songs in a fine voice. 
It was a most enjoyable gathering for 
all of us and the years just 
disappeared as we reminisced about 
those past times and Neil was 
extremely touched and moved to 
have had such a reunion. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

FUTURE EVENTS 
 

Priorian Golf Day: Friday 29th June 2007 at Royal Mid-Surrey Golf Club, Richmond 
Annual Cricket Match and Family Fun-Day: Sunday 1st July 2007 at Perivale 
Annual Old Priorian Fencing Evening: Friday 5th October 2007 at the School 

Annual Remembrance Service and AGM of the Association: Saturday 10th November 2007 at the School 
Presidentôs Dinner: Thursday 13th March 2008 at the Royal Overseas League, London 

 

 

Back row, standing:  Michael Randell (62), Patrick Tobin (60), Edwin Heath (60), Neil Moss(Staff 58-61), 
Maurice Mulcahy (58), Simon Donan (59), Brian Mitchell (61), Brian Taylor (60), Hugh Young (60) 

Front row, seated: Nigel Wilson (63), Gordon Wilson (59), Pat Cox (58), Michael Orton (59) 

 


